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TEST OVERVIEW

Test Name Reactive Protein (CPR)

Test Code CRP

Short Description Reactive Protein (CPR)

OVERVIEW

Test Name Reactive Protein (CPR)

Test Code CRP

Category Biochemistry

TAT Main Lab: 6 Hour(s) 
Family Site: <8hrs, <6hrs

Specimen(s) 1 x Venous blood - 5 mL Tube - Gold - SST-Serum Separator Tube  

SPECIMEN(S)

SST-Serum Separator Tube

Specimen Type SST-Serum Separator Tube

Specimen Format Tube

Specimen Colour Gold

Specimen Volume 5 mL

Sampling Order 2

Origin Venous blood

Collection time after baseline -

Transport Temperature 15-25°C

Accepted Other Specimens Lithium Heparin Plasma 
Sodium Heparin Plasma 
Serum 

https://www.cerbalancetafrica.com/
https://www.cerbalancetafrica.com/


EDTA Plasma 

TAT Main Lab: 6 Hour(s) 
Family Site: <8hrs, <6hrs

Test Stability Room Temp: 15 Day(s) 
2–8°C: 2 Month(s)

CLINICAL INFORMATION

C-Reactive Protein (CRP)

Methodology -

Specimen Type SST-Serum Separator Tube 

Delay before pre-treatment 24 

Transport Temperature 15-25°C

Transport Stability at room temp 15 Day

Transport Stability at 2–8°C 2 -

Haemolysis interference No

Clinical Interest

CRP is an acute-phase protein produced by the liver in response to inflammation, and its levels in the blood rise quickly in response 
to inflammatory stimuli.

CRP levels rise significantly in bacterial infections, making it a useful marker for differentiating bacterial from viral infections, which 
typically cause a less pronounced increase. Elevated CRP levels can indicate sepsis, a severe and systemic response to infection.

CRP is a useful marker for detecting postoperative complications, such as infections or anastomotic leaks, particularly in abdominal 
surgery.

CRP levels correlate with disease activity in Rheumatoid Arthritis (RA), helping to monitor inflammation and response to therapy.

In conditions like Crohn's disease and ulcerative colitis, CRP levels reflect disease activity and can guide treatment decisions.

CRP levels, particularly high-sensitivity CRP (hs-CRP) assays, are used to assess cardiovascular risk. Elevated hs-CRP levels are 
associated with an increased risk of cardiovascular events such as heart attacks and strokes. Hs-CRP can be used alongside other 
risk factors to stratify patients' cardiovascular risk. It can indicate a worse prognosis in patients with acute coronary syndromes and 
may guide the intensity of preventive strategies.

CRP assays are valuable in monitoring the effectiveness of anti-inflammatory and immunosuppressive therapies. Changes in CRP 
levels can indicate whether a treatment is reducing inflammation or if there is a need for therapeutic adjustments.

PATIENT INFORMATION

Clinical Information Required -

Patient Collection Notes -



COMMENTS & NOTES

LOINC Code 88-5, 1988-5

Outwork No


